Darby Chapter Hilliard Music Booster Meeting Minutes for September 14, 2009

The monthly meeting was called to order at 7:01 pm, then again at 7:06 by Dan Shuman. 18 people were in attendance.   A motion was made by Julie Cooper and seconded by Sue Woodruff to accept the previous meeting’s minutes with changes to the spelling of Lesa Keubler’s name.  Motion carried.

Director reports were given beginning with Mr. Joe Burke, Darby Band Director.  He thanked all involved, especially Jenny Harmon who could not be at the meeting, for all the work that went into making TAG Day a success.  The total raised was $5,230.76 with an increase in the amount of money raised per group over 2008.  He outlined the order of play for the upcoming Hilliard Invitational Band Contest to be hosted by all three high school bands at Hilliard Bradley High School.  Ten bands are scheduled to play.  

Mr. John Riegel, Darby Orchestra Director, reported that his program is off to a great start.  He introduced Mr. Charles Laux, orchestra director at Heritage Middle School.  OMEA (Ohio Music Educators Association) orchestra applications are due this week for the November event.  The annual Spaghetti Dinner fundraiser will be held at Heritage Middle School on October 13, 2009 at 6pm.  Julie Cooper will put that information on the chapter web page.  

Mr. Charles Laux gave a bit of background information about himself and expressed how happy he is to be here in Hilliard.  He has created hertitageorchestra.com, which will be linked to the Darby chapter site. 

Bill Blackhall’s Treasurer’s report went into great detail about the current fiscal state of the chapter.  The bottom line is that as of 9/7/09, there is a balance of $280,539.31.  Bill will be meeting with the directors to solve the problem of outstanding debt carried over form previous school years ($26,377.74).  A motion was made by Scott Talbert and seconded by Lesa Kuebler and Laurie Chilcote to establish a Darby chapter only post office box to expedite fee payments.  The motion carried.  The tax ID number will be provided to Bill.   He will be available to help Mr. Martin, Choir director, with the CHARMS system.

Lesa Keubler, chair of the Ice Cream Social, reported on the success of the recent event which raised $1,267.84.  Her suggestions for next year include having vegetarian food available, providing the band with fruit and vegetables, retaining the bake sale, adding a silent auction, beginning  the event earlier, and having section leaders help to serve families.  She has graciously consented to chair next year’s event.
All present committee chairs gave quick reports.  Sue Woodruff, Invitational Committee, reported that volunteers are still needed and that a discount will be given to all band members of Southwestern City Schools in deference to their current lack of Marching Band activities.  
Concessions were represented by Dave Nelsen who declares about $16,000 in gross sales thus far with a 45-50% expected net even with 2 events so far canceled for weather.   This year’s focus is on reducing waste.  A new safe is now available for use and a new vendor, 7Up, was found for bottled water.  Lack of volunteers is a continual issue.  A list of volunteer opportunities will be posted to the website.  
Larry and Laurie Chilcote of the Transportation Committee announced the Battle of the Pit Crews at TGI Fridays restaurants, which would pit the high schools against each other in a fundraiser.  TGIF will donate $5 for every $20 spent on each school’s particular night.  
Molly Rhoadhouse, the Point of Contact Person for Choir and Orchestra, conveyed information about the success of the recent choir retreat and about the upcoming fundraiser at the Der Dutchman restaurant on October 5 & 6.

Terri Talbert had questions about the use of excess CHARMS monies after a family no longer has a student enrolled.  She wondered if the money could be used to pay other HCSD fees or to be designated to purchase specific band equipment.  These questions are of a Corporate Board nature and should be answered when Dan attends their meeting tomorrow night. 

A motion was made by Lesa Keubler and seconded by Molly Rhoadhouse and Terri Talbert to adjourn.  The meeting was adjourned after 9PM. 

 Respectfully submitted,

 Kathleen Nelsen

Darby Chapter Secretary
